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SUBJ. PREPARATION FOR THE LONDON CONFERENCE ON TANKER 
SAFETY AND POLLUTION PREVENTION FEB. 6-17, 1978 

1 . A REPORT HAS COME TO THE U.S. DELEGATION FROM A 
NORWEGIAN SOURCE THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF FINLAND HAS CHANGED 
ITS POSITION AND HAS NOW SWUNG TO SUPPORT THE RETROFIT OF 
SEGREGATED BALLAST TANKS (SBT) IN EXISTING TANKERS. IT 

WOULD BE MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE U.S. DELEGATION IF 
EMBASSY COULD OBTAIN A CONFIRMATION OR REFUTATION OF THE 
ABOVE REPORT. 

2. ACTION ADDRESSEES ARE REQUESTED TO INQUIRE IN THE MAN 
NER THEY CONSIDER MOST APPROPRIATE, AT THE LEVEL THEY CON- 
SIDER MOST APPROPRIATE, AND REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT ANY 
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INFORMATION OBTAINED BY PRIORITY TELEGRAM, REPEATED FOR 
INFORMATION TO LONDON, WHERE ADMIRAL BENKERT WILL BE CON- 
SULTING WITH CERTAIN OTHER DELEGATIONS FROM FEBRUARY 1. VANCE 
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